


TIMETABLE

2.00-2.30

Registration

2.30-3.30 Opening

Introduction to the festival of Europe
Opening session: Generations of Feminism in Europe

Debi and Red , Feminist Activist Forum, UK
Dominique de La Garanderie, Association Francaise des

Femmes Juristes, France

Martine Levy, European Women'’s lobby

Chair : Ségoléne Pruvot

3.30-4.10
First part simultaneous
workshop sessions

Arts and Media

Claire Fox, Institute of
Ideas, London
Rosalind Gill, Open
University, London

Chair : Federica Ambrosini

Politics and Business

Helen Mees, Women on Top,
The Netherlands / New York
Teresa Rees, Cardiff
University, UK

Chair : Anne Koeman

4.10-4.40

Coffee break




4.40 -5.20
Second part workshops

Arts and Media (ctd)

Claudia Pampinella,
L’Altravista, Rome

Mo Thorp, Chelsea
College of Art, London

Chair : Federica Ambrosini

Politics and Business (ctd)

Peter Tatchell, Human Rights
Campaigner, UK

Nima Sanandaji, Think tank
Captus, Sweden

Chair : Anne Koeman

5.30-6.00
Closing discussion

Closing discussion

Reporters present the summary of the workshop

discussions

Arts and Media: Helenor Capkova, curator and Phd
student the Centre for Transnational Art Identity (TRAIN).
Politics and Business: Alexandrine Guyard Nedelec, Phd
student at Queen Mary and Paris 7

Chair and Closing : Shandi Miller

6.00 -7.00

Reception




opening session

INTERGENERATIONAL FEMINISM IN EUROPE

Intergenerational experience and perspectives on feminism in Europe today, and how
feminism might be a useful framework to critique and contribute to the evolution of

Europe

The Feminist Activist Forum (FAF) was inaugurated April 2007 at Ladyfest Leeds, and has seen a
total of seven national forums across England and Wales since this date. Part of FAF's work is to
learn from history — utilise its successes, learn from its failures — in order to participate in vibrant,
grassroots feminist activism in the UK and beyond those borders to positively transform

society.

Red Chidgey is a writer, DIY feminist historian, and cultural activist. She is working on several book
projects, including Grassroots Feminist Media in Europe: An Anthology and Rebel Girl, Rebel
Worlds: An International Anthology of Grril Zines.

Debi Withers is a writer, popular educator and cultural agitator. She is currently working as a
research assistant on Glenn Jordan's Mothers and Daughters: Portraits from Multi-Ethnic Wales
life-story photographic project, based at the Butetown History & Arts Centre, Cardiff.

No Longer Re-Inventing the Wheel: The Need for Intergenerational Feminist Movements

This presentation will aim to introduce conference participants to the work of the Feminist Activist
Forum, and the historical necessity of working across age barriers and using history in the activism
we do. Some of the projects that FAF is currently working on (including a digital chronology of the
third-wave) will be outlined in the presentation, whilst not shying away from the many debates




and obstacles the group has come across- most significantly in realising that working towards a
common feminist agenda is an issue much more complicated than age- and peer-based
alliances.

Dominique de La Garanderie was, in 1998, the first woman to be elected President (Batonnier) ¢
the Paris Bar. She is President of the Association of Women Lawyers of France (Association

francaise des femmes juristes), which was created at her initiative and she is currently
Vice-Chairman of the OECD Business Sector Group on Corporate Governance.

Gender mainstreaming in business and politics in France

Dominique de la Garanderie will present the issues linked to gender mainstreaming in business
and politics in France. In business and in private companies, gender mainstreaming implies

a fight against gender discrimination as well as ‘positive action’ policies. More precisely it

implies that the career of women are closely followed to ensure that they are promoted and that
the ‘glass-ceiling’ syndrome is avoided. In large companies, the proportion of women in

governing Boards is a key issue, and the involvement of women in such Boards is an element of
good governance. In politics, the issues of quotas are applied for general elections. But the particulal
of France is that quotas are only applied for elections and cannot be applied in other areas

(Boards of large companies, Workers-Unions) because they would contradict equality theory as

set in the French Constitution.

These two presentations will be followed by a short presentation of the European Women'’s
Lobby by Martine Levy.




workshop one

SEXUALISATION IN ARTS AND MEDIA

Sexualisation in the Arts and Media, and the role of the media in inspiring, reinforcing
or modifying role models and stereotypes.

Claire Fox is the Director of the Institute of Ideas (lol), which she established to create a public
space where ideas can be contested without constraint. She initiated the Iol while co-publisher
of the controversial and ground-breaking current affairs journal LM magazine (formerly ‘Living
Marxism”). Claire has a particular interest in education and social issues such as crime and
mental health.

Free speech versus censorship

This presentation will concentrate mainly on the issue of censorship, specifically how Claire is a free
speech, ‘no ifs, no buts’ type of person. This is the way she would like to approach the subject - | will
look at specific ways the language of feminism has sometimes been used to justify a more
censorious climate by arguing that sexualised images of women and children and ‘hate speech’
incite abusive action. | will concentrate on recent controversies regarding the accusation that
advertising is showing "harmful and creepy" children in highly sexually suggestive poses and calls
for bans on ‘chat rooms’ on the web to protect children for grooming by paedophiles. Similar
controversy surrounds the campaign to ban size zero models and homophobic lyrics. Another
example is the feminist and progressive ambivalence surrounding Sally Mann’s photographs of

her children - are they art or pornography; images of a mother’s love or playing into the hands

of paedophiles?

Rosalind Gill is Professor of Social Psychology and Cultural Theory at the Open University, UK.
Her research focuses on gender, media and new technologies, and she has a longstanding
interest in questions of power, ideology and the relationship between culture and subjectivity.




Super-sexualiseme! Feminism, sexualisation and objectification

Making reference to Morgan Spurlock’s well-known documentary about the fast food industry,
Supersize Me, this talk argues that we live, increasingly, in a Europe where women are expected
to 'supersexualise’, to think of their sexual attractiveness, sexual knowledge and skills as central to
who they are. | will argue that contemporary sexualisation is quite different in its forms from that
which earlier generations of feminists objected to in the 1960s and 1970s. The key difference lies
in the fact that women are less frequently treated as passive objects and more frequently
presented as active, desiring sexual subjects, whose voracious (hetero)sexual appetites and
interests are central to the postfeminist woman's CV. The presentation will explore the nature

of this shift, the problems with it, the difficulties it raises for critique, and will ask questions about
the relevance of older theoretical and activist feminist languages which focus on 'objectification’
as their key term of critique.

Claudia Pampinella is a producer and a screenwriter. Following degrees in German Studies and
Cultural Management, she specialized in screenwriting at RAI (Radiotelevisione Italiana) and
subsequently worked with ZDF (Zweites Deutsches Fernsehen )and RAI Since 2005 Claudia has
been a member of the board of L’Altravista Flm Company in Rome. As Executive Producers she
edited among others, Me, Primo Carnera, for Fox International Channels, which aired on The

History Channel in 2006, and The Island of Roses, for Fox International Channels, which aired on the
History Channel in 2008.

Women’s work experience in the Italian audiovisual market

Claudia will speak about the experience of L’Altravista — a group created in 2005 by a group of
female authors, screen players, photographers, researchers, producers and directors with a
background in the audiovisual communication market: TV, documentaries, cinema and visual
arts and exhibitions. The common goal of the founders was the desire to do art through women’s
subjectivity, to give expression to it by overcoming barriers and difficulties with other competitors.







workshop two

FEMINIST ENGAGEMENT IN THE WORLD OF POLITICS
AND BUSINESS

Feminist engagement in the world of business and politics, how feminists are changing
institutions of business and politics from the inside, and what some of the current forms
of formal feminist political engagement are in Europe today.

Heleen Mees is a Dutch economist/lawyer and writer/journalist who lives and works in New York.
She regularly publishes on issues related tofeminism and in 2007 her feminist columns were
published in a book.

Dutch Choice Feminism

Today, femininity supposedly is all about fun, as is illustrated by Dutch women’s festival

Women Inc held in the autumn of 2007. However, anyone considering how globalisation is
impacting on Europe, will come to realise that due to fast growing economies such as India and
China easy-loving choice feminists who are satisfied with inferior jobs have seen their longest days.

Together with Pakistan, the Netherlands ranks last if it comes to women in top positions in business.
But the Netherlands is Europe’s front-runner in part-time labour. The part-time phenomenon is,
however, not quite gender-neutral. The part-time phenomenon is,however, not quite gender
neutral. As soons as the first child is on the way, two third of women decide either to quit the job,
or to cut back drastically the number of hours they work. The more children, the less time Dutch
women spend on the job. The Dutch one-and-a-half-breadwinner model is a perfidious mix of
traditional role patterns, diluted with a splash of feminism.













VN

New European Feminism / /
Crossing borders, across genders — feminist issues in the 2000s

As part of the annual London Festival of Europe, the Feminist Summit aspires to
bring together a group of people across borders, genders and generations who
have a shared interest in feminist issues today.

/ / V4
We hope to contribute to a revival of the feminist debate in Europe and to
challenge participants to revaluate how feminism might contribute to the
European Project. ’ “
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